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LEAVES FROM THE FAMILY TREE 


BY PENELOPE JOHNSON ALLEN, 
State Chairman of Genealogical Records Committee, Tennessee Society, D. A. R. 


No. 1—Col. Virgil Stuart Lusk 
the home of Joseph L 


arms borne by Sir Andrew Lusk, Lord Mayor of London, 1873-4. 
An ancient ship, as in the arms, surmounted by a rainbow p 
No, 5—Judge Charles W. Lusk, 


tween two mullets gu. Crest: 
cavalry, War Between the States. 


BY JOHN MORGAN WOOTEN. 
HE Lusks were among the 
early pioneers of East Ten- 
nessce. The founder of the 
family in this country came 

from Scotland about the beginning of 
the Eighteenth century and settled in 
Virginia. Members of the family 
Passed thence into the Watauga set- 
Uements in East Tennessee. 

Joeeph Lusk I was one of the Wa- 
tauga settlers, and his name appears 
on the petition to North Carolina 
asking for protection against the raids 
of the Indians upon their settlements. 
He was among the patriots who 
marched against Ferguson in 1780 
and fought in the decisive Battle of 
King’s Mountain. Shortly after the 
close of the Revolution he moved to 
western North Carolina and settled 
near the present site of Asheville. 
Some of his descendants stiil live 
there. Late in life he went to live at 
the home of his son, Joseph Lusk IT, 
in Bradley county, Tennessee, where 
he died Aug. 15, 1839. 

Joseph Lusk I had three sons, Sam- 
uel, William and Joseph II. Samuel 
went to Kentucky with Daniel Boone 
and disappeared. He was thought to 
haye been killed by the Indians. Wil- 
Mam raised a family of five boys and 
four girls at the old Lusk homestead 
in North Carolina, of whom Col. Vir- 
gil Stuart Lusk, to be referred to 
again later, was the youngest, Shortly 
after the War Between the States, 
William Lusk and his family, except 
Virgil S., went to Texas, where Wil- 
Mam Lusk died. His survivors went 
on into New Mexico, where his de- 
Scendants are now prominent in sev- 
eral avenues of business and profes- 
sional life, 

Joseph Lusk II was born at the old 
Lusk homestead near the present site 
of Asheville, N, O., May 27, 1790, and 


of Asheville, N. C.. a distinguished member of the Lusk fa mil; 
. who settled here in Bradley county, Tennessee, about 1835, eleven miles 


Arms: 


lived there until early manhood. He 
then came into East Tennessee, and, 
on Oct. 28, 1812, he married Miss Re- 
bekah Igou, daughter of James Igou, 
a pioneer citizen of Sullivan county, 
who later moved to Bledsoe county. 
| She was born Jan. 4, 1791, and died 
in Bradley county, Tennessee, Nov. 1, 
1858. 
Joseph Lusk IT. 

OSEPH LUSK II was a soldier in 

the War of 1812, being a member 
of Capt. John Hawkins’ company of 
| Tennessee militia. About the year 
1835 he located in the Red Hill valley 
in Bradley county, eleven miles south 
of Cleveland, where he spent the re- 
mainder of his life. He died Feb. 3, 
| 1873. He and his wife and his father, 
Joseph Lusk I, sleep in the family lot 
on the old Lusk homestead in Bradley 
county, 

During the war Mr. Lusk was an 
uncompromising Union man, fearless 
in defense of his political convictions 
and of his property rights. His cour- 
age and steadfastness had numerous 
tests during the course of hostilities. 

Early in the war the Confederate 
authorities of the county issued orders 
to all Union men to surrender their 
firearms. A squad was sent to Mr. 
Lusk to take his guns, but he showed 
so determined a front that they left 
rather hurriedly without accomplish- 
ing their errand. On another occa- 
sion a band of guerrillas raided his 
farm for the purpose of taking his 
few remaining horses. In a pitched 
battle with them he killed one and 
put others to flight, leaving the horses 
and their dead companion. This 
placed him in a dangerous position, as 
his opponents were still in Possession 
of the country. A few nights later a 
large party burned his house and 
made a determined effort to find and 
kill him. Shortly afterwards the Un- 
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Az, an ancient shi 
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The Lusk family account which e; 
pears this week h d 


se! 

rren county, Tennessee, and 

ished Revolutionary ‘army 

accounts of North Carolina show that 
Robert Lusk re 


ely scattered through the 
south and west, 


| ton forces moved in and he was there- 
|after protected. 

The children of Joseph Lusk IT and 
his wife, Rebekah, were as follows: 

Patience Lusk, born July 3, 1815; 
married Allen DeArmond; died Dec. 1, 
1875, 

Lethee Lusk, born Dec. 19, 1818; 
married the Rev. Elijah Still Oct. 5, 
1837; died July 7, 1906. 

Ruth V. Lusk, born Sept. 12, 1817; 
died In young girlhood. 

Samuel I. Lusk, born Dec, 16, 1821; 
was married twice and raised a large 
family; served through the Civil war 
in the Union army; died in Bradley 
county in 1892, 

Levander C. Lusk, born Sept. 7, 
1823; served through the war in Un- 
jon army; moved to Missouri some ten 
years after the close of the war, set- 
tled in Webster county, raised a large 
family and died there about thirty 
years ago. 

William Hogan Lusk, born Nov. 26, 
1830; was married twice; died‘ May 4, 
1857. 

James Patton ‘Lusk, born Sept. 3, 
1832; moved to Arkansas while still a 
young man and raised a family; 
served through the war in the Con- 
federate army; died some twenty- 
eight years ago. 

Joseph N. B. Lusk, born Noy. 30, 
1837; served through war in the Un- 


Descendants of Joseph Lusk - Leaves 
From The Family Tree (1 of 2) 


jon army as first lieutenant, Company 
L, First Tennessee cavalry; was com- 
missioned captain shortly before close 
of hostilities; married Miss Adaline D. 
Davis Feb. 15, 1866. They had ten 
children, of whom four reached ma- 
turity. He died in Chattanooga Dec. 
31, 1907. His widow died in Chatta- 
nooga March 1, 1925, 

The four children of Joseph N. B. 
Lusk and wife, Adaline D. Lusk, to 
reach maturity were as follows: 

Eugene A. Lusk, born July 12, 1868; 
died March 4, 1891, 

Fiora Belle Lusk, born June 21, 
1870; married Robert A. McCoy in 
October, 1893, and is still living in 
Bradey county, near Flint Springs. 

Charles Wesley Lusk, born July 15, 
1877; married Miss Hattie Belle John- 
son in July, 1910; has lived in Chat- 
tanooga since Jan. 1, 1900; is judge of 
the first division of the criminal court 
at Chattanooga. 

Louvenia Caroline Lusk, born Aug. 
29, 1879; married Thomas W. Benton 
in 1917, and lives in Chattanooga. 


Notes on Col. Virgil Lusk. 
BY CHARLES W. LUSK. 
ARLY in January, 1927, I visited 
Col. Lusk in Asheville, N. ©. He 
was a man of medium height, rather 
stockily built, with a large square 
head, cool blue eyes, and a direct, 
rather blunt manner. He was then 
in his ninety-first year. He was ac- 
tively engaged in his profession and 
was at his office from 9 until 5 each 
day. 

His law partner, Mr. Beachboard, 
was the husband of the girl whom 
Col. Lusk and his wife adopted in her 
childhood. I did not meet her, she 
being ill at the time. 

He gave me a photograph of him- 
self, duly autographed, the date of 
presentation being Jan. 6, 1927, and 
be recalled a trip be made to the 
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ly who served in the Confederate army during the War Between the States, No, 
south of Cleveland, on the Dalton pike in Red Hill Valley. No, 3—Lusk coat-of-arms; L 
p with three masts sails furled ppr., colors flying gu, on a chief arg., a wool pack s, 
Motto: Laus Deo, No. 4—Capt. Joseph N. B. Lusk, Company L, First Tennessee (i 
judge of the Pirst division of the criminal court at Chattanooga. 


home of my grandfather, ji 
in Bradley county, Tennessee, 

the Civil war, when he was a 
ling. 

Col. Lusk died Sept. 5, 1929, sf 
home. The Asheville Citizen of 
6, 1929, carried an extended 
of his life and a lengthy editorial, 
him. Condensing this article, 
lowing facts appear: -E 

Col. Lusk was born May $, 186%, 
the Spring Creek section of a| 
county, North Carolina, He 
cated in the Sand Hill school 
studied law, and, in 1857, was 
to practice in the county ri 
1861 he was licensed to practict in 
fore the supreme court of the 
He married Mary Jane 
member of the “Coca-Cola 
family. In 1861 he enlisted i 
Confederate army, where he ar 
the rank of colonel. He 
chaplain of his regiment. While 
ing the rank of colonel he wi 
command of a brigade, and 
thug acting was captured” 
mae in prison till the end 
war. 

His official record is sufficient) 
out in his own letter. 

It will be seen from his letter’ 
his father, William Lusk, anf 
grandfather, Joseph Lusk M 
brothers. ‘Therefore he snd Sf 
ther were first cousins, His M 
seems to establish that the Luk 
of our family was fully Seoteh T 
sume the other streams gave tht 
ily the right to be called 
Irish.. Col. Lusk seems to think 
his grandfather came direct 
Scotland. He must be in em 
this, or else he has placed the 
the removal to America too eat 
also indicates that the family a 
go to North Carolina from W 
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A big bow of blue and white striped taffeta ribbon gives spring-time , 
chic to this navy blue wool ensemble combining a slender frock and three- 
quarter-length coat, The big cartwheel hat of navy blue straw is trimmed | Which is too lengthy to state here. 
with a touch of the same ribbon, while the’ buttons on the coat are white 


silk give a trim tallored effect to some 
ensembles, while knitted white lace or 
frilled organdy jabots lend a soft note 


oldest active lawyer in 
have made a success in 


to others. 


Costumes hed ome, hat by Rebour. 
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From Page Six. 
but came direct to Watauga and iater 
settled in North Carolina. „ 

His letter: 

LUSK & BEACHBOARD, 
Attorneys and Counsellors at Law 
Asheville, N. C. 

Aug. 30, 1925. 

C. W. Lusk, Esquire—Am just in 
receipt of your favor of 20th instant 
and take pleasure in answering at 
earliest opportunity. 

I remember Mr. Gresham's call, and 
his favorable mention of you, and 
from the meager description of his 
information, I righly concluded that 
you must be a descendant of my 
Uncle Joseph, your grandfather, It 
seems I was correct in my conclusion. 
From best information your grand- 
father was my uncle. There were 
three brothers, Samuel, William (my 
father) and Joseph (your grand- 
father). Samuel went to Kentucky 
with Daniel Boone and we (informa- 
tion from my father) lost sight of 
him. We always thought he was 
killed by the Indians, There is a 
family of the Lusks living in Ken- 
tucky, but I do not know their lineage. 


Family Is Scotch. 
‘OU are mistaken about our na- 
tionality. We are Scotch. Our 


ancestor came from Scotland some 
time during the Sixteenth century 


finale eather 
there until some time before the 
breaking out of the Revolutionary 
war, and moved to Watauga (now 
Tennessee) and was living there when 
the war broke out. I don't know just 
at what time, they came to Watauga, 
but I am informed by my father that 
they lived in a block house as a pro- 
tection against the Indians, and that 
my grandfather was in the Battle of 
King’s Mountain—used a Decard rifle 
in the battle. I have shot the same 
gun many times, killing many gray 
squirrels with the gun used in the 
battle for liberty. Owing to the cali- 
ber of the weapon, it was rather an 
expensive gun; eighty bullets weighed 
a pound. At the close of the War 
Between the States my people all 
moved to Texas, father going with 
them, and carried the old gun with 
him. They located in an unhealthful 
place, and nearly all died, father in- 
cluded, What was left moved farther 
west into New Mexico. I made an 
unsuccessful effort to reclaim the gun. 
Tt could not be found. As a memento 
it is priceless te me. 

From Watauga my father came to 
North Carolina, as I now remember 
from his statements, in 1788. The 
country was all Indian at that time. 
I have listened many hours to his ad- 
ventures with the Indians. What is 
now the garden spot of the world was 
then a wilderness. Often I've hung 


Lusk 


with absorbed interest on his interest- 
ing accounts of boating trips from 
Chattanooga to New Orleans—how 
the boat people dreaded the dangers 
of Muscle Shoals. I could never satisfy 
myself why he would give up the fine, 
rich lands of Tennessee for the moun- 
tains of western North Carolina. He 
settled on Spring creek, ten miles 
south of Hot Springs, where he mar- 
ried a Miss Garrett, raised a family 
of nine children, “one of whom I'm 
which”—five boys and four girls. I'm 
the junior of the family; all are dead 
but me, and I'm in my ninetieth year; 
you will say, living on borrowed time; 
yet strong and healthy; and in the 
active practice of law. Last season I 
spent quite a time in the field with 
gun and dog quail shooting. Am a 
member of the Asheville Gun club; 
can shoot without spectacles—last 
match last week I scored nineteen out 
of twenty-five clay pigeons; can write 
and read ordinary print without 
glasses. I'm not oppressed with age 
at all. I married Miss Mary Candler 
in 1860; she has been dead ten years. 
Have not married the second time; 
have no children. 

I spent four years in the late War 
Between the States on the southern 
side—two years behind the gun and 
the two latter years in a military 
prison on Johnson’s island, Ohio. Was 
in prison when the war closed. I 
have an interesting, eventful life, 


| 


Some day when I have time I'll write 
the memoirs of my life. You will ob- 
serve I say when I get, or rather, 
have time. I do not know what's to 
come, but judging the future by the 
past, that time will never come. From 
my earliest recollection my whole life 
thas been a perpetual struggle. I often 
say I'm entitled to be elected presi- 
dent of the United States. Lincoln 
was so elected because he was a rail- 
splitter. I was not only a rail split- 
ter, but I laid them up—I mean I 
made fences out of the rails I split. 
To that extent I'm greater than Lin- 
coln. I have very little expectation of 
being president: the most I have eyer 
accomplished if that particular has 
been to make presidents. I'm a re- 
publican in politics, rather loose in 
my religion, with a leaning to the 
Episcopalians. I'm like Franklin who, 
when asked as to his religion, replied, 
“I believe in a Supreme Being and 
further than that I have not investi- 
gated.” I have no doubt on the ques- 
tion of a Supreme Being, generally 
called God. What is it, where is it, 
what are its attributes, is in my mind 
an unsettled question. I do believe 
in the Golden Rule, God or no God. 
When I finished my education (that 
is, what little I got) my preceptor 
wanted to make me a Presbyterian 
preacher, and put me in a theological 
class with a man by the name of 
Young, and he was to be my instruc- 
tor. I very soon found that I could 
not be a preacher with such belief as 
was taught by the Presbyterian faith, 
so I then and there threw down my 
Bible and took up Blackstone. I have 
been a student of the law since 1860 
—sixty-five years; and am now the 


city of Asheville and re-elected 
second term. Was then elected to 
state senate. Subsequently 
twice to the house of esen 
Tve had all the office I 
wouldn't be governor of the 
could be such without a c 
I'm a prohibitionist and a 
evolutionist. 


Financial Success. 

“VE been a financial success. Tet) 

have learned that I started in 
world a rail-splitter, without 
or education. I have worked 
day at 5 cents an hour to pay 
and tuition. I'm now well provided 
for. I live in a $100,000 home, owns 
100-acre farm two miles out of tow, 
with property selling at $1,000 a 
acre adjoining it, You may =. 
what it is worth. I refused $5,000 ta 
four acres. I just don't know 
much in mortgages and deeds of 
I do own. I'm doing all this 
you asked me. 

T want to tell you something 
about our ancestry. And I must 
in the outset that the most of my 
formation is information from Sf] 
father, who seemed to speak ini 
tion derived from his 


grandfather and your 
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d in Peace 


service during the war. Clubs, 
churches, schools, community centers, 
relief agencies and individuals have 
rallied to Mrs, T. H. McClure, chair- 
man for this service, in seeing that 
p| those in need were clothed and fed. 
Chattanooga has responded gener- 
ously to the national and interna- 


h| tional needs following the major dis- 


asters that have necessitated a gen- 
eral appeal from national Red Cross 
headquarters in Washington. 

Dating back to the Japanese earth- 

quake in 1922, the Chattanooga chap- 

ter has raised the following sums of 
„| money to be hurried to the victims of 
storm, fire and flood: 

Japanese earthquake, 1922, $5,000. 

Florida hurricane, 1926, $10,875. 

Mississippi flood, 1927, $23,072.72. 

‘West Indies hurricane, second Fior- 

ida storm, 1928, $10,234. 

Alabama flood, 1929, $5,861.42. 

Drought relief, 1980, $8,000. 

Mrs. Clayton, who was active in 
e| organizing the Chattanooga chapter, 
H| is now located in Washington. A let- 

ter received April 9 by Mrs. C. O. Not- 

tingham from Mrs. Clayton recalled 
her stay in Chattanooga and her 
P| friendly feeling for Chattanooga. An 
excerpt from the letter follows: 

“Seventeen years ago today, Good 

Friday, April 6, 1017, I was staying 
„| with you that Holy week after Pow- 

ell's death, when that morning, be- 
.| fore the 10 o'clock service, Dr, Loring 


is no doubt of my father being a full- 
blooded Scotchman. He had so much 
Scotch in him it was difficult to un- 
derstand his dialect. He always 
claimed to be a full-blooded Scotch- 
-| man, a descendant of the Stuart fam- 
ily, that his ancestors left Scotland 


"| because of political troubles. There is 


no doubt that the Lusk family was in 
some way connected with the Stuart 
family, either by consanguinity or af- 
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ilege the ideal possibility is a govern- 
ment both responsible to and repre- 
sentative of the people's wishes. 


Democracy Gives Liberty. 
The paramount virtue of democ- 


racy is likewise the great merit of 
liberty as we Americans have tradi- 


, | tionally defined it—a recognition of 
| the moral dignity and worth of every 
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